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Falconwatch ‘97 


by Nadine Li twin 

This summer four peregrine 
falcon chicks successfully fledged 
from the Sheraton Hotel nest site and 
are now in the skies over the city 
with their parents. 

The fledging period is a 
particularly hazardous time for urban 
peregrine falcon chicks because of 
closely-spaced tall buildings, and 
heavy pedestrian and vehicular traffic 
on city streets. Falcon Watch ‘97 was 
organized to monitor the family 
during this particular stage. If 
necessary, volunteers would rescue 
uninjured chicks that landed on the 
ground; monitor uninjured chicks that 
landed on rooftops or in trees for up 
to two days before intervening; and 
transport injured chicks to the Vet 
College at tire University of Guelph. 
The only time the 1997 chicks could 
be banded would be during rescues. 

It became apparent early why 
FalconWatch was to assist only in the 
event of a chick landing on the 
ground: the adults, mom” and 
dad", guided and cued the chicks 


with many varied vocalizations, alarm 
calls and flight manoeuvres, 
sometimes with prey in their talons, 
throughout the entire fledging period. 
Each chick had at least one adult with 
it when it ventured out on its initial 
flights. Sometimes the adults seemed 
just to be accompanying, sometimes 
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they actually curbed the flight path 
taken by a chick. They really were 
ever-present, ever vigilant. 

"Mom’s” origin is unknown. She 
has a large, bright yellow bill that 
helps observers to identify her. 
"Dad’s” origin is also mysterious, and 
will probably remain so because his 
one silver band is unreadable. He’s 
quite small, has a temper and fears 
nothing. 

FalconWatch '97 ran for four 
weeks from June 9 to July 7 with first 
flights occurring between June 16 and 
June 21, and with the most intense 
part of the watch being the period 
from June 16 to June 26. Rooftop 
activity in the downtown core was 
kept to a minimum so that each chick 
could have about two weeks of flying 
practice after its first flight. Why two 
weeks? Because while the chicks can 
spread their wings and fly from the 
nest, they don’t have any experience 
steering, and they certainly aren't 
skilled at landing (!). We saw the 
chicks bump into walls and windows 
during their early flights (because 
they haven’t built up their speed yet 
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they can bounce and still resume 
flying without doing themselves any 
real damage); and wobble, crash, 
tumble and land on each other during 
their landings. 

The 1997 season was 
tremendously successful. In fact, it is 
entirely conceivable that without a 
watch at least one chick would have 
been lost forever and no one would 
ever have known. Urban falcon 
watches are clearly key components 
in the successful recovery of 
peregrine falcons in southern Ontario. 

• All four chicks made it through 
the fledging period. 

• The volunteers conducted four 
rescues, two for the same chick. 

• One rescue involved 
transportation of a chick, 
"Sheraton", to Guelph for 
treatment and back again. 

• The volunteers mounted two 
special watches to ensure the 
chicks' safe return to the nest 
after initial flights; one of the 
chicks, Fairclough”, took two 
days to return to the nest; 

Spectator” was more obliging 
and returned in about ten hours. 

• One special watch was mounted 
to monitor Sheraton’s” return to 
his family, and then extended for 
another 48 hours to monitor his 
health while the medication he'd 
received in Guelph wore off. 

• Three of the four chicks were 
banded. 

FalconWatch ‘97 had many 
wonderful, mesmerizing moments. 

Like when "mom” put on a long 


and spectacular display of aerial 
mastery over King St. in full view of 
the chicks (which had not yet 
fledged). When it was finally over, 
observers watched bemusedly as all 
four chicks, still looking in mom’s” 
direction ( Look mom, we can do it 
too!"), vigorously flapped away until 
they simply wore themselves out. 

Like the slow, elegant cruises 
mom" and dad” would do 
alongside the nest when the chicks 
were still quite young. 



Like when dad" spotted 
something he clearly didn’t like near 
his home and family. A particular 
gull, for instance, in a particular flight 
pattern. He would explode off his 
perch, lock on to his target, yelling all 
the while, and climbing until he was 
directly above it, fold his wings and 
plunge, delivering a blow that clearly 
knocked the gull off its path, sending 
feathers flying, and stunning 
observers. But dad" was never 
satisfied giving just one blow. He was 
positively relentless, pursuing his 
victims in this way, be they gulls, 
crows or turkey vultures, clear across 
the city. 

Like the orderly feeding times. 
With the food supply as unlimited as 
it is in downtown Hamilton, observers 


simply never witnessed competition 
and aggression between siblings while 
they shared the nest. In fact, mom” 
could return with food to the four 
chicks lined up in the nest, and go 
from one to another down the line 
feeding each of them bite by bite. 
Even after fledging siblings were 
observed sharing prey. This was a 
source of endless fascination to 
observers. 

Like what appeared to be lessons. 
It seemed to observers that mom” 
and dad” regularly and clearly 
defined the flying spaces to their 
juveniles. Observers were intrigued 
and puzzled by one day in particular 
when the entire family suddenly and 
noisily spent a day very low to the 
ground. Chicks explored the roof of 
the Thompson building, peered down 
into the Sheraton Hotel’s swimming 
pool from perches around it; and ate 
a food drop delivered to the roof of 
the Convention Centre. Then suddenly 
it ended and they all returned to the 
sanctum of the higher altitudes. 

Peregrine falcons command 
attention whether it's in a power dive 
or screaming into a landing on an 
18th floor window ledge outside a 
company board meeting. Because we 
still need to protect peregrines, 
making them a high-profile 
community project is probably the 
best route to go to keep them safe at 
this point in their recovery. Plans to 
install video equipment this winter 
will certainly go a long way to 
accomplishing this. In Hamilton 
public interest in the peregrines is 
very high. By the end of the watch it 
was also clear that a sense of 
ownership and stewardship of this 
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family was developing in the 
downtown core. All this bodes very 
well for our beloved peregrines. * 

Next month: meet the chicks and 
learn more about their rescues. 


Botanical Beauties 
of Spooky Hollow 

by Pam Watts 

For a small gathering of plant 
people who weren’t sleeping in, 
gardening or otherwise engaged on 
May 24th, the trip to the Spooky 
Hollow sanctuary to examine spring 
wildflowers was a delightful 
experience. Don’t let the name 
Spooky scare you off because it was 
anything but. A sanctuary is what it 
truly is — a retreat to quiet and 
tranquility in a setting of lush 
vegetation. 

We were summoned into the 
forest by a glorious melody of song 
from birds revelling in the lovely, 
warm spring day. As botanists/birders, 
we were thwarted in our attempt to 
see the birds because they chose to 
perch high in the canopy and we 
needed to concentrate on plants and 
obstacles on the ground. The lateness 
of the spring was actually a blessing 
as the forest can be a Mecca for 
bloody, sucking beasts. We were left 
to search in peace. 

Ferns were one of the main 
attractions — lovely, new, 
spring-green growth of Fragile, 
Sensitive, Marsh, Oak, Rattlesnake, 
Royal, Christmas, Lady, Maidenhair, 
Bracken, New York, Interrupted, and 


Cinnamon. 

You knew the spring was late 
when Round Leaved Hepatica, violets 
and Coltsfoot were still evident. We 
were able to see 60 species during our 
morning meander and only one 
U.F.O. (unidentified flowering 
object), quite a tribute to our 
knowledgable leader. Hazel Broker. 

As I followed close behind, I 
heard interesting bits of trivia. 
Cleavers (from the Bedstraw family) 
were used by pioneers as stuffing for 
mattresses. Common Scouring Rush, 
which contains silica, was used to 
scrub pots. 

I enjoyed seeing, for the first 
time, members of the Club Moss 
family, of which there were three 
different species. Disappointingly, 
Club Mosses are disappearing because 
the dried flower stocks are coveted by 
florists. 

Spooky Hollow is a magical place 
and thanks to the foresight and quick 
action of Marion Shivas who, in the 
1960's, was instrumental in the 
purchase of it by our club, we have it 
to enjoy ourselves and to leave as a 
legacy for those to come. 

Special note: if you are planning 
to visit the sanctuary, make sure you 
get really good directions and don’t 
fill up on Tim Horton's coffee 
because the facilities are strictly 
natural. 



HNC Director’s Reports 

President’s Report 

1 have always thoroughly enjoyed 
reading directors’ reports in the Wood 
Duck. It makes one sit back and 
think, wow, our Club really did all 
this! 

Shortly after I became president 
last October, the Club was honoured 
at the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists’ 65th Anniversary Dinner 
where it shared the Lee Symmes 
Municipal Award in recognition of 
the Hamilton-Wentworth Natural 
Areas Inventory (NAI) project — an 
HNC led project to inventory fish and 
wildlife species in all significant 
natural areas in the region. 

Around this time the Club 
adopted a portion of the Red Hill 
Valley trail and instituted monthly 
walks along the trail to pick up litter 
and view birds. These walks take 
place on the Sunday following the 
membership meetings. We also 
contributed to the acquisition of the 
Rail Trail running from East Hamilton 
to Caledonia, by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority and anyone 
hiking on it will notice signs thanking 
the HNC for its support. 

The first meeting of the new year 
began with several Club members 
being recognized by the Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat Restoration 
Committee for their valuable 
contributions to that project. 
Anniversary celebrations were under 
full steam for the Wood Duck — 50 
years young! Thanks to Jean Stollard 
and the Wood Duck committee for 
making this such a memorable event 
and for all the exciting additions to 
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our newsletter this year. 

In the spring, two of our very 
active members were sadly 
remembered. Marion Shivas, who 
passed away in February, was an 
honourary Life member of die Club. 
While she served as President of the 
Club from 1961-1964, she will be 
most remembered as Sanctuaiy 
Director, a post she held for 25 years 
from 1960 to 1985. She was 
responsible for the Club acquiring its 
sanctuaries. Spooky Hollow and Short 
Hills. 

Bill Luton, whom we lost in 
March, was very active with 
environmental issues. He was the 
HNC representative on the 
stakeholders committee for the 
Remedial Action Plan for the 
Hamilton Harbour Watershed. Most of 
us will remember Bill for his 
wonderful articles in the Wood Duck 
keeping us informed on the fish and 
wildlife projects in Cootes Paradise, 
Grindstone Creek and around the 
shores of Hamilton Harbour. When he 
knew in December that he did not 
have long to live, he requested us to 
keep striving to restore and protect 
the natural environment in this 
community that was so dear to him. 

This year saw us dealing with 
some housekeeping issues. A 
membership committee was formed to 
look at how better to serve our 
members as well as to make 
recommendations for a new fee 
structure. Thanks to all those 
committee members for their hard 
work and some tough decisions. 

At the Environmentalists of the 
Year Awards Dimier in June, the Club 


was honoured to have three of its 
members win these awards which are 
given out for significant contributions 
to the protection and enhancement of 
the environment of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. Ian Reid, a 
long time member of the Club’s 
Sanctuary Committee, received an 
Award of Merit for his interest in the 
Niagara Escarpment and Rob Dobos, 
well known by Club members for his 
Noteworthy Bird Records in the 
Wood Duck, received an Award of 
Merit for his devotion to the study of 
birds and sharing his knowledge with 
others. The Dr. Victor Cecilioni 
Award was presented to Ken Hall for 
his extraordinary commitment to the 
Remedial Action Plan. Note that 
Ken's new career as a stakeholder in 
the RAP began when he received a 
HNC membership as a retirement gift! 

In downtown Hamilton in June, 
you may have noticed a higher level 
of activity than usual and perhaps a 
peregrine falcon or two swoop by. 
The HNC organized “Falconwatch 
‘97” whereby four peregrine falcon 
chicks were successfully fledged. 
Many thanks to Nadine Litwin for her 
excellent coordination of this project 
and to the many sponsors and 
volunteers who helped make it 
happen. 

Anyone going by Scout House at 
the foot of the Escarpment on James 
Street Mountain Road, can view the 
restoration work of the Wildflower 
Action Crew led by Lyn 
Hanna-Folkes. Prairie wildflowers 
and grasses were planted on the slope 
by the road and shrubs near Scout 
House. We can expect to see an 
interpretive sign erected to explain the 


purpose of this project as well as the 
role of the HNC in its completion. 

When reviewing the Club’s 
endeavours, it is certainly easy for me 
to feel honoured to be President of 
such a Club. I would like to thank all 
the Board members for their hard 
work and enthusiasm. I am 
particularly indebted to Marg Walton, 
Past President, for her support and 
Walter Muma, Treasurer, for keeping 
our finances in order. 

Looking back at the Club's 
activities, I am left with the thought 
that this is an impressive set of 
achievements for a totally volunteer 
organization. Here is a club that has a 
life, that is made up of people who 
are committed to the goals of the 
Club. Indeed, our Club provides a 
place where people with energy and 
ideas can find a place to accomplish 
things. So whether it is bringing the 
timbits to the meetings or sitting on 
committees or leading hikes or simply 
being a member — it all comes 
together to make our Club a success. 
There is a place for everyone in our 
Club to help make a difference in our 
world today and have fun while doing 
it! 

Betty Blashill 

Vice-President's Report 

Responsibility of the 
Vice-President includes assuring 
continuity of the Club activities, the 
review of Club property and insurance 
coverage. The Club always has 
positions vacant on committees for 
members wishing to ply their skills, at 
the same time, providing possible 
succession to directorships. Volunteer 
forms are sent out each year, and the 
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returned forms are coordinated 
through the Volunteer Coordinator. 
Members are urged to become active 
on one of the committees, even if it is 
in a small way. 

The HNC took out group 
insurance sponsored by the FON this 
year. As a result, HNC has greater 
insurance coverage at a lesser cost. It 
is expected that FON will continue to 
seek out the best coverage. 

Pierre Arnold 

Education 

With the lack of an education 
committee in 1996-97, all of the 
objectives of the past year were not 
met. This has not, however, resulted 
in an unsuccessful year! Far from it, 
in fact. A new program has been 
launched for young naturalists/leaders. 
The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is 
working with McMaster University to 
provide an opportunity for young 
teenagers to explore the outdoors and 
to gain valuable leadership skills. 
Working with the Young Adventurers 
over this past year has been my most 
rewarding experience as a club 
member so far! 

Thank you to all those who 
assisted with the Young Naturalists 
club and the new Young Adventurers 
club. Your time, patience and energy 
is very much appreciated. 

This is one of the most important 
areas of our club activities. Please let 
us know if you would be able to 
assist in any capacity with educating 
our membership. I have lots of ideas 
and very interesting opportunities. 

If we are to leave behind a legacy 
of natural areas, we must have an 


informed generation to follow in our 
footsteps. 

Plant one seedling and tomorrow 
you will have a tree; plant many 
seedlings and tomorrow you will have 
a forest. 

John Hannah 

Field Events 

The summer Wednesday Evening 
field Events presented a good variety 
of outings to different locations 
around the greater 
Hamilton/Burlington area. I was quite 
gratified to hear that some of these 
walks introduced people to areas that 
they had not been aware of. Thank 
you very much to the Club members 
and a special thanks to Dave Mitchell 
for his excellent hospitality down on 
the farm" on the August 6th walk. 

The Field Events for the 1997-98 
Dates to Remember is off to the 
printer. Watch for a mix of new and 
old events, exploring many topics and 
areas around Southern Ontario. 

Please remember to check the 
Wood Duck for details of more events 
through the new season. 

Terry Stortz 

Conservation Report 

I trust that everyone has enjoyed 
the summer. As I write this, I am also 
preparing for a canoe trip in 
Temagami — a highlight of my 
summer. 

Over the past year, the 
Conservation committee has been 
involved with some continuing issues, 
such as Red Hill Valley, and is also 
beginning to focus on other local 
issues, such as Windermere Basin 


habitat and land development 
impacting on ESA’s. 

Committee and club members 
have been involved with watershed 
studies of the three creeks that empty 
into the harbour: Red Hill, 
Grindstone, and Spencer. The Spencer 
and Grindstone studies are 
multi-stakeholder processes 
identifying the cultural, physical, 
social and environmental components 
of the creek basins to assist in the 
planning and management of these 
ecosystems. The Red Hill study has 
been initiated by the Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth to identify 
components of that creek's watershed, 
including sewer" sheds, to assist in 
minimizing the impacts of the 
construction of the proposed 
expressway. There is also a "design 
study” of the expressway recently 
initiated which will "fine tune” the 
final plans for the route. HNC 
members are also involved with this 
process. The Region of 
Hainilton-Wentworth is undertaking 
these studies in lieu of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment. 
HNC has already stated its opposition 
to the construction of the proposed 
expressway, based on the data 
collected during the biological 
inventory of the valley/creek. HNC 
has also stated that its participation in 
these studies does not in any way 
indicate the club’s support for the 
proposed expressway — we are there 
to preserve this natural heritage. 

Windermere Basin, an 
ecologically important section of 
Hamilton Harbour located at the 
eastern end, is currently undergoing 
some in-filling” by the Flamilton 
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Harbour Commissioners (HHC). This 
activity is consistent with a prior 
dredging process. Cells near the 
Stelwire and National Slag lands are 
being filled despite the emergence 
over the past few years of habitat for 
waterfowl. Meetings with 
Environment Canada, HHC, Hamilton 
Harbour RAP office and the City of 
Hamilton, have shed some light on 
future directions for this site. HNC 
believes that it should remain a 
greenspace”, however, HHC has the 
right to proceed with the infilling. A 
proposal to retain some habitat and to 
build a viewing station and trail at the 
eastern end of the harbour was 
proposed by the HHC and we will 
continue to discuss such an 
arrangement. 

Letters were sent to provincial 
and federal ministries regarding 
HNC’s position on issues such as the 
future of the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission (NEC), proposed 
development of the Parkway Belt 
West Plan in Aldershot and habitat 
restoration in Windermere Basin. 

The committee also held two 
Nature in the City" programs at the 
Hamilton Public Library. A guest 
speaker or HNC member talks on a 
selected nature theme. This program 
is successful in profiling the HNC and 
it provides an opportunity to those 
who do not have the opportunity to 
learn more about their interest in 
ecology, wildlife and nature. 

Furthermore, committee and club 
members have been involved with 
other studies or activities such as: 
Dundas Conservation Area trail 
use/management; Community 
Stewardship Council (MNR); 


Flamborough Official Plan review; 
Hamilton Industrial Environmental 
Association; and the Hamilton 
Harbour RAP. 

It appears that with the political 
climate of the Harris government, 
many natural treasures in the bay area 
will be under attack: Red Hill Valley 
and the proposed expressway, a 
weakened NEC more partial to 
development and aggregate interests 
and potentially re-opening the issue 
of development in Pleasantview. 

The Conservation committee 
would like to invite all members to 
participate: represent the HNC on a 
local planning study; give a nature 
talk; hike in the Red Hill Valley. If 
you are interested in any of these 
activities, have your own concerns 
that you want to share with us, or if 
you want to learn more about the 
committee, you can call me, Sean 
Morley, Director, at 575-0668. 

A reminder that we encourage 
everyone to share news items at the 
conservation table each meeting! 

Sean Morley 

Publicity Report 

This year we have had attendance 
at our general meetings of 
approximately 70 to 220 people. The 
big turnout was for John Theberge’s 
excellent talk on Wolves. 

Publicity for the club is generated 
by monthly mail-outs of 25 posters 
announcing the topic of the general 
meeting and describing the club. 
These are sent to libraries, and to 
Conservation Authorities, McMaster 
University, and the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. We also fax our monthly 


meeting announcements to 10 media 
outlets including local newspapers and 
radio stations. If you have an idea for 
a location for our posters, please give 
the address to Christine Bishop. 

So far we have distributed almost 
20 000 Naturally, Hamilton" 

booklets to the public and new club 
members. We plan to expand this 12 
page booklet to 16 pages and publish 
at least 5000 more next year. We will 
be applying for a grant from a 
foundation to cover the printing and 
typesetting costs. This booklet 
educates the public about the natural 
history of the Hamilton-Wentworth 
area and describes how to find 
wildlife-viewing areas. We plan to 
add sections on the Red Hill Valley 
trails, and its natural history as well 
as information on the new colonial 
waterbird islands in Hamilton 
Harbour, The booklet seems to be 
quite popular and we have heard that 
one of the local liberal MPs has used 
the booklet in caucus meetings to 
emphasize the value of protecting 
natural areas. 

In 1997 we will print a new club 
prospectus. Don McLean designed the 
new prospectus and has updated the 
text to highlight new activities and 
completed projects such as the Red 
Hill Valley biological inventory and 
the coordination of the Peregrine 
Falcon observations at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Hamilton. 

The publicity director is looking 
for some volunteers. We need to 
update the FINC display boards with 
new information and photos. If you 
would like to do this contact 
Christine Bishop at (90S) 648-8665. 

Christine Bishop 
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Social Report 

I would like to thank Tony 
Scacchi, Cathy Cooper and April 
Severin — my committee — for 
assisting with the serving of 
refreshments and "tidying-up” after 
meetings. We started serving 
refreshments both before and after 
club meetings and received comments 
from club members that they 
appreciated the new routine. It is the 
Social Director’s responsibility to 
maintain the name tags and we would 
hope that HNC members wear their 
tags to identify themselves to other 
members and guests. If you or a 
friend/guest require a name tag, please 
ask for one at the refreshments table. 
I thank club members for then- 
assistance when needed and look 
forward to seeing you in the fall. 

If you would like to help out at 
the meetings, call me, Frank Morley, 
at 575-0668. 

Frank Morley 

Sanctuary Report 

The Plant Study Group completed 
a baseline inventory at the Spooky 
Hollow Addition in September, 1996. 
These efforts focused on three 
candidate sites, which have been 
identified for oak savannah 
rehabilitation. 

Immature White Pine growing in 
a plantation at the Spooky Hollow 
Addition, were cut and burned during 
the winter in an effort to encourage 
the growth of prairie remnants. This 
was an essential component of the oak 
savannah rehabilitation and similar 
work will be done this winter at the 
other two candidate sites. 

Garbage was picked up along 


roads adjacent to the Spooky Hollow 
Sanctuary. 

A bridge as installed over Fisher’s 
Creek at the Spooky Hollow 
Sanctuary. Two sections of boardwalk 
were also fabricated as improvements 
to the Hemlock Loop, and 
Leatherwood Lane. 

The Sanctuary Committee has 
been actively exploring the possibility 
of expanding the size of our Short 
Hills Sanctuary. 

All trails at Short Hills were 
cleared of fallen debris, and garbage 
was picked up along roads adjacent to 
the property. 

Brush was cut under the Hydro 
line at Short Hills to ensure that the 
Linking Trail remains open. 

Efforts to control Garlic Mustard 
continued at Short Hills, with a focus 
on an area adjacent to Centre Street. 

Guided hikes to the sanctuaries 
were organized by the Sanctuary 
Committee. 

John Fischer 

Wood Duck Report 

Nineteen Ninety-seven was 
another good year for the Wood 
Duck. This year marked the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Wood Duck by Bob Elstone. 
Celebration of this milestone peaked 
in March when we awarded the 
winners of our contest their prizes and 
presented Bob with a carved Wood 
Duck to commemorate his 
accomplishment. Congratulationsonce 
again to Margaret Walton, winner of 
the essay contest; Matt Mills, winner 
of the art contest and Doris Rundle 


who won the photography contest. 

The Editorial Committee, 
consisting of Clive Baugh, Keith 
Dieroff, Rob Dobos and Lois Evans, 
continued to work hard, with special 
attention to the anniversary 
celebrations. The Wood Duck reflects 
their excellent ideas with new 
columns and a brighter image. 

As the cost of producing the 
Wood Duck increases, we are at last 
forced to face the issue of having 
some advertising in the Wood Duck. 
The committee is working on this 
now and you can expect the results of 
their efforts in the near future. 

Many thanks to Norm Ralston and 
the gang who get together every 
month from August to April to send 
the Wood Duck on its way to you. 

Change is inevitable and after five 
years I am stepping down as Editor of 
the Wood Duck, although I hope to 
continue to be involved with it in 
some way. Thanks to everyone who 
made my job such a rewarding and 
enriching experience. 

Jean Stollard 

Program 

The duties of the program director 
include arranging for speakers for the 
monthly illustrated lectures sponsored 
by the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 

During our last season (Fall 
’96/Winter, ’97), we were fortunate to 
have many interesting guests who 
spoke on diverse topics from 
Spiders” (Dan Sclmeider) to 
Wolves” (John Theberge). 

Our line up speakers for the Fall 
of ’97/Winter ’98 season includes 
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speakers such as Dr. Jim Rising of the 
University of Toronto speaking about 
recent and future tax anomic changes 
in North American birds and Glenn 
Barrett on the Galapagos. 

Our October 6th, 1997, meeting is 
set aside for members to Show and 
Tell". We hope members will bring 
their slides and tell us about their 
trips or other interesting looks at our 
natural environment. Please call Paul 
Charlebois at (905) 634-5541 

(Burlington) for information and to 
be put on the list. We want to hear 
from you. 

Other speakers will include 
Michelle Fletcher on Eastern Spiny 
Soft Shells" (November 3, 1997), Dr. 
Gard Otis on "Butterflies on Ontario" 
(December 8, 1997), Dan Stuckey on 
Cross-Canada Nature Check-up” 
(January 12, 1998) and Janice Smith 
on Fresh Water Mussels — one of 
the most endangered groups of 
animals in North America” (April 13, 
1998), 

The monthly meeting are in our 
brochure "Dates to Remember". 
Remember these interesting 
slide-illustrated lectures are free and 
open to all. 

If you have any comments or 
suggestions or would like to volunteer 
to assist in the programs, please call 
Paul Charlebois in Burlington at (905) 
634-5541. 

Suggestions are always welcome. 

Paul Charlebois 

Treasurer 

This year’s audited financial 
statements accompany this report. 


First I will highlight comparisons 
to the budget for that year. This year 
ended with a very thin surplus of 
$601, in spite of a budgeted deficit of 
$8,352. There are many reasons for 
this. Some planned expenditures for 
projects did not materialize this year. 
Also, our Wood Duck expenses were 
down considerably, due mainly to a 
reduction in postage. There are also 
numerous other items for which 
expenditures were less than 
anticipated. On the revenue side, we 
were helped by a bequest which 
boosted our revenues to above the 
budgeted amount. This was in spite of 
decreased membership fees, which 
were offset by higher than anticipated 
investment interest. 

In terms of comparison to the 
previous year, it will be noted that 
both revenues and expenditures are 
down considerably. Overall, this is 
due to various projects that did not 
occur this year. Also, the Club did not 
organize and conduct the Walkathon 
this year. Membership fees are down 
quite a bit from last year, due to a 
smaller membership base. Investment 
interest is down by $2600, due to the 
general decrease in interest rates. On 
the expense side, it can be seen that 
several ongoing expense categories 
are down from the previous year, 
while others show a small increase. 

This year the Red Hill Valley 
project ended, and the balance of that 
fund was transferred into the General 
Fund. 

Many efforts have been made by 
the Club Executive to reduce costs 
wherever possible and practical, to 
great success. Although costs have 
been cut just about as far as possible, 


the Executive will continue to seek 
additional ways to cut costs, without 
jeopardizing programs. In an effort to 
increase revenues, membership dues 
have been increased, and the 
Executive has been looking at ways to 
increase the numbers of members. 
Even so, the Club will be struggling 
with a very tight budget for the 
coming year. We continue to face 
challenges such as an increase in the 
fee charged to us for rental of space 
for our monthly public meetings. 

We are hopeful that higher than 
budgeted donations will help us 
through this coming year and allow us 
to continue our many very worthwhile 
programs without incurring a deficit. 

Walter Muma 


Nominating Committee 
Notice 

This year's Nominating Committee 
Chair is Margaret Walton. She and 
the rest of the committee (to be named 
later), will be preparing a Slate of 
Directors for the up-coming year to 
be presented at the October 2nd 
Annual General Meeting. Nominations 
may be made by any member before 
October 1st in writing to the Past 
President Margaret Walton, 114 
Cameron Ave., Dundas ON L9H 
1J8, accompanied by a signed consent 
of the nominee. Anyone who is 
interested in serving on the Board of 
Directors can also call Margaret at 
(90S) 627-7361. 
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July 11, 1997 

AUDITORS' REPORT 

To the Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

We have audited the statement of financial position of Hamilton Naturalists' Club as 
at April 30, 1997 and the statement of revenue and expenditures and surplus for the 
year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Club's 
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements 
based on our audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are 
free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from 
donations and fund-raising activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible of 
satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, our verification of donation and fund-raising 
income was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the Club, and we were 
not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to donations and 
fund-raising income, net assets and surplus. 

In our opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which we might have 
determined to be necessary had we been able to satisfy ourselves concerning the 
completeness of the donations and fund-raising income referred to in the preceding 
paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Club as at April 30, 1997 and the results of its operations for 
the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 



Chartered Accountants 
Hamilton, Ontario 


STA TEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

April 30 

1997 1996 


Net assets 





Cash in bank 

$ 

12,792 

$ 

26,753 

Term deposits 


66,914 


52,444 

Accrued interest receivable 


2,254 


1,868 

Accounts receivable 


651 


1,147 

Prepaid postage 


232 


166 

Capital assets (Note2) 


4 


4 

Accrued liabilities 


(2,500) 


(2,636) 


$ 

80,347 

$ 

79,746 


Comprised of 



Restricted surplus (Note 3) 

$ 27,500 

$ 25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

52,847 

54,746 



HA MIL TON NA TURA LISTS’ CL UB 



STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES AND SURPLUS 


Revenue 

Membership fees 

Project grants 

Donations and bequests 

Fund-raising 

Interest 

Other 


Expenditures 

Natural Areas Inventory project costs 

Red Hill Inventory project costs 

Other project costs 

Project grants returned 

Fund-raising expenses 

Office and administration 

Bank, legal, insurance and audit 

Sanctuary property tax 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 

General meetings 

Newsletter 

Publicity 

Other 

Donations 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
Earthroots 

Bruce Trail Association 
Wildlife Viewing Platform 
Waterfowl Sanctuary Islands 
Other 


Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures 

Surplus, beginning of year 

Surplus, end of year 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (Note 3) 

Unrestricted surplus 


Year ended April 30 
1997 1996 


(Schedule 1) 


$ 7,086 

$ 9,048 

800 

54,950 

9,482 

8,308 

936 

33,772 

3,227 

5,806 

3,145 

5,422 

24,676 

117,306 



2,500 

2,977 

1,054 

4,358 

2,043 

1,464 

2,296 

3,868 

130 

1,385 

1,000 

500 

500 


9,066 

52,732 

1,339 

1,500 

4,081 

694 

6,185 

1,194 

918 

1,665 

3,567 

53 

1,309 

1,620 

21,496 

20,000 

12,656 


24,075 


140,075 


601 


(22,769) 


79,746 


102,515 

$ 

80,347 

$ 

79,746 

$ 

27,500 

$ 

25,000 


52,847 


54,746 

$ 

80,347 

$ 

79,746 




HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES AND SURPLUS BY FUND 

SCHEDULE 1 

Year ended April 30, 1997 



General 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Conservation 

Walkathon 

Red Hill 
Inventory 

Total 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

$ 7,086 

S - 

S - 

$ - 

S - 

$ - 

$ 7,086 

Project grants 

- 

- 

- 

800 

- 

- 

800 

Donations and bequests 

7,093 

1,417 

- 

972 

- 

- 

9,482 

Fund-raising 

- 

936 

- 

- 

- 

- 

936 

Interest 

190 

2,228 

364 

297 

148 

- 

3,227 

Other 

2,503 

- 

- 

624 

18 

- 

3,145 


16,872 

4,581 

364 

2,693 

166 

- 

24,676 


Expenditures 


Natural Areas Inventory project costs 

- 

- 

- 

2,500 

- 


2,500 

Other project costs 

- 

- 

- 

2,977 

- 


2,977 

Office and administration 

995 

- 

- 

59 

- 


1,054 

Bank, legal, insurance and audit 

3,563 

240 

- 

285 

270 


4,358 

Sanctuary property tax 

- 

2,043 

- 

- 

- 


2,043 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 

- 

1,464 

- 

- 

- 


1,464 

General meetings 

2,296 

- 

- 

- 

- 


2,296 

Newsletter 

3,868 

- 

- 

- 

- 


3,868 

Publicity 

130 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

130 

Other 

1,385 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,385 

Donations 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists 

1,000 






1,000 

Earthroots 

- 

- 

- 

500 

- 

- 

500 

Other 

- 

- 

- 

500 

- 

- 

500 


13,237 

3,747 

- 

6,821 

270 

- 

24,075 


Excess (deficiency) of revenue over 
expenditures 

3,635 


834 


364 

(4,128) 

(104) 

- 


601 

Net transfers between funds 

1,139 


- 


(720) 

- 

- 

(419) 


- 

Surplus, beginning of year 

7,556 


45,815 


6,618 

11,332 

8,006 

419 


79,746 

Surplus, end of year 

$ 12,330 

$ 

46,649 

$ 

6,262 

$ 7,204 

$ 7,902 

$ - 

$ 

80,347 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus 

Unrestricted surplus 

$ - 
12,331 

$ 

27,500 

19,148 

$ 

6,262 

$ - 
7,204 

S - 
7,902 

$ - 

$ 

27,500 

52,847 


$ 12,331 $ 46,648 $ 6,262 $ 7,204 S 7,902 $ - $ 80,347 




HA MIL TON NA TURA LISTS’ CL UB 


NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

April 30, 1997 


1 Significant accounting policies 

Capital assets 

Expenditures for capital assets are charged to expense as incurred. 

Pledges 

Donations pledged are not recorded in the financial statements until they are received. 
Donated materials and services 

The value of donated materials and services is not recorded in the financial statements. 

2 Capital assets 


1997 1996 


Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, at nominal value 

$ 1 

$ 

1 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 

1 


1 

Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 

1 


1 

Equipment, at nominal value 

1 


1 


$ 4 

$ 

4 


3 Restricted surplus 

The Sanctuary fund includes $27,500 which must be maintained by the Club at all times. 

4 Endowment fund 


The Endowment fund represents life membership fees received by the Club. The Club may transfer amounts 
out of the Endowment fund for general Club operations. The amount transferred is calculated as the number 
of lifetime members times the prevailing annual membership fee. 

5 Income tax status 


l he Club is a registered charity and is exempt from income tax provided it continues to expend the specified 
amounts on charitable activities. 



The Wood Duck September 1997 

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 


October 7, 1996 

1. Call to Order 

The Annual General Meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club was called to order on October 7th, 1996 at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Centre auditorium. 

2. Appointment of Chairperson and Secretary 

Moved by Jocelyn Neysmith and seconded by Wolfgang Luft that Marg Walton act as chairperson and that Sean Morley 
act as secretary for the meeting. Carried. 

3. Quoram 

Notice having been given to all members pursuant to The Wood Duck and there being at least 30 members present, the 
Annual Meeting was declared duly constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 

Moved by Jane Hannah and seconded by Jean Stollard that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on October 
2, 1995 be accepted as published in the September 1996 issue of The Wood Duck. Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of the last few years, a detailed account of the various activities of the Club was published 
in the September issue of The Wood Duck. There were no questions which any member wanted to ask concerning those 
activities. There were no questions of any kind which a member wanted to ask. As a consequence, the meeting was 
confined to the legal requirements of our annual meeting. 

5. Treasurer's Report 

(a) Financial Statements 

The Treasurer, Betty Blashill, presented the Financial Statements for the fiscal year ending April 30, 1996. Moved by Betty 
Blashill and seconded by Bill Randall that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Carried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor 

Moved by Betty Blashill and seconded by Rob Dobos that the firm of Price Waterhouse be nominated as auditors of this 
Corporation for the fiscal year ending April 30, 1997 at a remuneration to be fixed by the Board of Directors, and that 
the Board be hereby authorized to fix such remumeration. Carried. 

6. Confirmation of Actions of Executive 

Moved by Don McLean and seconded by John Hannah that all acts, contracts, by-laws, proceedings, appointments, 
elections, and payments enacted, made, done, and taken by the Directors and Officers of the Corporation since the annual 
meeting of the Corporation held October 2, 1995 and referred to in the minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors, 
or in the annual reports of the Corporation, be approved, ratified and confirmed. Carried. 

7. Nominating Committee Report 

There being no further nominations having been received by the Secretary prior to Oct. 1 as required by the Club by-laws, 
it was moved by John Fischer of the Nominating Committee and seconded by Brian Wylie that the following list of 
persons, who had previously consented to act in such capacity, be nominated as directors of the Corporation to hold office 
until the first annual meeting of the Corporation or until their successors have been elected, or appointed, subject to the 
provisions of the Corporation’s by-laws and the Business Corporation Act 1982 namely: 

Margaret Walton Frank Morley Social Wolfgang Luft Membership 

Betty Blashill John Hannah Education 
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Pierre Arnold 


Paul Charlebois 

Programme 


Walter Muma 


Jean Stollard 

Wood Duck 


April Severin 


Sean Morley 

Conservation 


Christine Bishop 

Publicity 

John Fischer 

Sanctuaries 

Carried. 


Moved by John Struger and seconded by Lyn Hanna-Folkes that the following persons hold office in the Corporation for 
the coming year or until their successors are elected or appointed, namely: 


Past President 
President 
Vice President 


Marg Walton 
Betty Blashill 
Pierre Arnold 


Treasurer 

Secretary 


Walter Muma 
April Severin 


Carried. It was noted that the Nominating Committee had not yet secured an appointment for Field Events Director and 
would continue in its efforts to complete the slate. 

8, Resolution regarding Protection on Red Hill Valley 

Moved by John Struger and seconded by Marion Wallace: 

In light of the biodiversity results on the Red Hill Valley Biological Inventory Project conducted by the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club (HNC), the HNC believes that the plan to build an expressway through the Red Hill Valley should be 
withdrawn. This unique natural area and its habitats should be preserved in its entirety for the diverse fauna and flora that 
reside and visit there as well as for the enjoyment and education of the citizens and visitors in Hamilton-Wentworth that 
surrounds this unique urban natural area." 

Discussion clarified that other organizations would be notified of the adoption of the resolution. Resolution was adopted 
unanimously. 

9. Adjournment 

On motion from Margaret Walton, seconded by Bob Westmore, the annual general meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 


Noteworthy Bird Records 

by Rob Dobos 

Total species recorded in HSA during 1997 to April 30: 165. Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird 
Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. 

Observers: Alf Adamo (AA), John Burger (JBu), Barb Charlton (BC), Dave Copeland (DCo), Bob Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), 
Bruce Duncan (BD), Chris Earley (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Denys Gardiner (DG), Rosemary Gaymer (RG), Denys Gardiner 
(DG), Carl Hamann (CH), John Hannah (JHh), Don Hough (DHo), Mark Jennings (MJ), Ursula Kolster (UK), Dennis Lewington (DL), 
Gwen Lewington (GL), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Matt Mills (MM), David Moffat (DMo), George Naylor 
(GN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Art Smit (AS), Hobbe Smit (HS), Mike Street (MS), Rob Waldhuber 
(RW), Carol Wilkerson (CW), Heather Wilson (HW), William Wilson (WW), Sarah Wood (SW), Many Observers (m obs ). 
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Legend: 

Plumages,etc.: 

Counties/Regions: 

F -first occurrence for the 

m. -male 

Brant [SR] 

migration 

f. -female 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 

L -last occurrence for the 

ad -adult 

Hal ton [HL] 

migration 

1st sum. -first summer 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 


Niagara [AG] 

terr. -territorial bird 


Peel [PL] 



Waterloo [WT] 



Wellington [WL] 


APRIL 1997 

Red-throated Loon: 48 over Woodland Cemetery [. HW] Apr 5 (RC); one on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HW] Apr 
18 (RD); one off Dewitt Rd, Stoney Creek [ HW] Apr 29 L (KM). 

Common Loon: Nine at Puslinch Lake [WL] Apr 12 (WW,HW); two at Valens C.A. [HW] Apr 13 (RD;KM); seven over 
Middletown Marsh [HW] Apr 16 (RD); 140 off Van Wagners Beach [HW] Apr 17 (RD); seven over Dundas [HW] Apr 22 (MM). 
Pied-billed Grebe: Ten at Puslinch Lake Apr 5 and 18 there Apr 12 (WW,HW); three at Bronte [HL] Apr 7-16 (MJ); four off 
LaSalle Marina Apr 12 (KM); one terr at Millgrove Loam Pits [HW] Apr 13 (RD); two at Middletown Marsh Apr 13-30 
(RD,BC); three at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HW] Apr 18 (MM). 

Horned Grebe: 12 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore [HW] Apr 1 (RD); two at Dundas Marsh [HW] Apr 1-13 (MM); ten off Bronte 
Apr 3 (RD); 17 off Green Rd [HW] Apr 7 (RD); two at Puslinch Lake Apr 12 (WW,HW); 20 off Grays Rd [HW] Apr 19 (KM); 
20 off Burlington Lakeshore [HL] Apr 22 (RD). 

Red-necked Grebe: Six at Cootes Paradise [HW] Apr 12 (DMo); 16 at Puslinch Lake Apr 12 (WW.HW); two at Valens C.A. 
Apr 13 (KM); 65 off Shoreacres [HL] and 60 on Hamilton Harbour Apr 13 (KM); three off Van Wagners Beach Apr 17 (RD). 
Double-crested Cormorant: 50 at Cootes Paradise Apr 4 (RD et al.). 

American Bittern: One at Valley Inn [HL] Apr 4 * (RD); one at Middletown Marsh Apr 5 (RD,BC); three at Dundas Marsh Apr 
12 (DMo), one over Westover [HW] Apr 25 (BC). 

Great Blue Heron: Seven at Woodland Cemetery Apr 5 (RC). 

Great Egret: Up to three at Dundas Marsh Apr 3-13 (UK;MM;m.obs.). 

Green Heron: One at Middletown Marsh Apr 27 * (RD). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: -Three at Woodland Cemetery Apr 5 (RC); four at Shoreacres Apr 8 (RD); five at NE Shore of 
Harbour [HW] Apr 22 (RD), 27 at Bronte Marsh [HL] Apr 27 (MJ,MM). 

Tundra Swan: Nine at Bronte Apr 7 (MJ); two at Valens C.A Apr 13 (RD); one at Desjardins Canal Apr 16-21 (MM,DHo). 
Snow Goose: One ad. white morph at Valley Inn Apr 2-11 (RD,RW). 

ROSS'S GOOSE: One ad. white morph at Desjardins Canal Apr 2*-3 (DHo;CW;MM;MS,JO) provided the first record for the 
HSA checklist. 

Wood Duck: 12 at Dundas Marsh Apr 4 (RD) 

Green-winged Teal: 24 at Dundas Marsh Apr 7 (MM). 

Northern Pintail: One at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 [HW] Apr 2 (RD). 

Blue-winged Teal: 13 at Dundas Marsh Apr 13 (MM). 

Northern Shoveler: 33 at Dundas Marsh Apr 7 (MM). 

Gadwall: 40 at Dundas Marsh Apr 13 (MM). 

American Wigeon: 200 at Puslinch Lake Apr 5 (WW,HW), 11 at Dundas Marsh Apr 13 (MM). 

Canvasback: 58 at Puslinch Lake Apr 5 (WW,HW). 

Redhead: 23 at Puslinch Lake Apr 12 (WW.HW). 

Ring-necked Duck: 675 at Puslinch Lake Apr 5 (WW,HW); 60 at Millgrove Loam Pits Apr 13-15 (RD); 41 at Smithville 
Sewage Ponds [AG] Apr 19 (KM). 

Oldsquaw: 5000 off Bronte Apr 23 (MJ). 

Black Scoter: One f. off Green Rd Apr 1 (RD). 

Surf Scoter: 30 off Burlington Lakeshore Apr 22 (RD). 
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BufTlehead: 135 at Puslinch Lake Apr 12 (WW,HW); 86 at Dundas Marsh Apr 13 (MM). 

Hooded Merganser: 20 at Puslinch Lake Apr 5 (WW,HW); two f. at Middletown Marsh Apr 13-on (RD.BC). 

Common Merganser: 160 at Puslinch Lake Apr 12 (WW,HW). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 95 off Bronte Apr 27 (MJ,MM). 

Ruddy Duck: Six at Tollgate Ponds [ HW] Apr 1-13 (RD); eight at Dundas Marsh Apr 4 (RD); 16 at Puslinch Lake Apr 12 
(WW,HW); two at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HW] Apr 19 (RD). 

Turkey Vulture: 48 over St Augustines Cemetery, Dundas [HW] Apr 14 (MM). 

Osprey: One at Beamer C.A. [MG] Apr 5 * (NPH); one carrying twigs at S Shore Cootes Paradise Apr 12 (DMo). 

Bald Eagle: Eight counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 30-Apr 30 (NPH). 

Cooper's Hawk: One terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 7-on (RD,BC); two terr. at LaSalle Park [HL\ Apr 25 (RC). 

Northern Goshawk: Ten counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 30-Apr 30 (NPH); one juv. at Middletown Marsh Apr 11 (RD.BC). 
Broad-winged Hawk: Two at Beamer C.A. Apr 15 * (NPH); 1150 at Grimsby Airpark [Mt] Apr 27 (RC). 

Rough-legged Hawk: 34 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 30-Apr 30 (NPH). 

Golden Eagle: Seven counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 30-Apr 30 (NPH). 

Merlin: Ten counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 24-Apr 30 (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon: The pair continued to nest at Sheraton Hotel, Hamilton [HW] through Apr (m obs.); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 
8 (NPH); one at Hwy 6 & Green Rd, Caledonia [//V] Apr 18 (MS). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One m. at 2nd. Rd. E., Saltfleet [HW] Mar 28 (DL.GL); one m. at Windermere Basin [HW] Apr 5 

(RC) ; one at 5th Rd E and Ridge Rd [HW] Apr 30 (DL.GL,CH). 

Virginia Rail: One at Dundas Marsh Apr 19 * (DMo). 

Sora: One at Bronte Marsh Apr 7 * (MJ,GE) 

American Coot: Eight at Dundas Marsh Apr 4 (RD), seven off LaSalle Marina Apr 18 (RD); three at Green Mt Rd Quarry Apr 
19 (RD,BC); one at Middletown Marsh Apr 19 (RD,BC); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [VG] Apr 26 (RD,BC). 

S andhill Crane: One over Cone 12 E, Freelton [HW] Mar 28 * (JBu); one over Ancaster [HW] Apr 7 (SW); one over Moffat 
[WL] Apr 8 (CE). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One over Beamer C.A. Apr 6 * (NPH); one at Elm Tree & Mountain Rds [Mr] Apr 19 (KM); five at Hwy 
6 N of Hagersville [HN] Apr 20 (KM.RW.GN); one at Cone 5 E of Middletown Rd [HW] Apr 29 (RD); four over Hopkins Tract 
[HW] Apr 30 (MM). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One at Millgrove [HW] Apr 15 * (RD); two at Cone 6 E of Brock Rd [HW] Apr 16 (RD); one at Hwy 6 N 
of Hagersville Apr 20 (KM,RW,GN). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 29 * (KM). 

Upland Sandpiper: One at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW] Apr 26 * (MS) 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Two at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville Apr 6 * (RD,BC,KM). 

Dunlin: Two at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville Apr 6 F (RC et al.), and six there Apr 30 (KM). 

Common Snipe: Three at Bronte Apr 4 (MJ); four at 5th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 5 (KM;RC); four at Elm Tree & Mountain Rds 
Apr 19 (KM). 

Little Gull: One ad. at Bronte Harbour Apr 13 * (GE). 

Bonaparte's Gull: Three at Dundas Marsh Apr 4 * (RD et al.), and 20 there Apr 7 (MM); 10 off Shoreacres Apr 8 (RD); eight 
past CCIW [I-IL] Apr 16 (RD). 

Iceland Gull: One 1st sum. at Bronte Apr 7 (MJ); one 1st sum, at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 12 L (KM). 

Glaucous Gull: One at Dundas Marsh Apr 4 (RD et al.), and two there Apr 13 L (MM). 

Caspian Tern: One at Fifty Point C.A. [HW/NG] Apr 4 * (SM); one at Bronte Marsh Apr 6 (GE); 65 at NE Shore of Harbour 
Apr 24 (RD). 

Common Tern: Eight at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 5 * (SM); five past CCIW Apr 22 (RD); 60 at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 24 

(RD) . 

Chimney Swift: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster [HW] Apr 15 * (MS). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One pair at English Church Rd W of Miles Rd [HW] Apr 6 * (AS,HS) likely overwintered. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: One m. at Sixteen Mile Creek, Oakville [HL] Mar 20 (RG); one m. at Burloak Woods [111] Apr 23 
(MJ). 
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Burloak Woods (MJ,GE) and one at Beamer C.A. (MS) Apr 7 *. 

Plicated Woodpecker: One at Colmar PI, Dundas [HW] Apr 22 (MM); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 29 (MS); one at Spencer Creek 
Woods [HW] Apr 30 (MM). 

Purple Martin: One at Spencer Creek Woods (MM) and one at Fifty Point C.A. (RD) Apr 25 *. 

Tree Swallow: 86 at Dundas Marsh Apr 7 (MM); 40 at Millgrove Apr 10 (RD). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Spencer Smith Park [HL] Apr 22 * (RD). 

Bank Swallow: One at McCollum & Fifty Rds [HW] Apr 19 * (KM). 

Barn Swallow: Two at Shoreacres Apr 13 * (KM). 

Common Raven: Two at Beamer C.A. Apr 2 (JO,DG,DCo). 

Tufted Titmouse: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 21 (BD), 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Two terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 13-on (RD,BC). 

Brown Creeper: Eight at Shoreacres Apr 24 (RD). 

Carolina Wren: One at Bronte Harbour Apr 1-30 (MJ); two at Dundas Marsh Apr 7 (MM); one at Fruitland Ave, Burlington 
[HL] Apr 22 (RD); one at Shoreacres Apr 24 (RD); one at Spencer Creek Woods Apr 30 (MM). 

House Wren: Two at Bronte (MJ) and two at Hopkins Tract (MM) Apr 30 *. 

Winter Wren: 13 at Bronte Apr 27 (MJ). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 38 at Bronte Apr 7 (MJ,GE). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 29 * (MS); 32 at Bronte Apr 27 (MJ,MM). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One f. at Beamer C.A Apr 26 * (NPH). 

Eastern Bluebird: One at McCormick Trail, Dundas [HW] Apr 25 (MM,JHh). 

Hermit Thrush: Two at Bronte Apr 7 F (MJ,GE), and 25 there Apr 28 (MJ). 

Northern Mockingbird: One at Cone 5 E of Brock Rd [HW] Apr 23 (RD). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 * (NPH) 

Northern Shrike: One at N Shore Cootes Paradise [HW] Apr 4 L (MM). 

Loggerhead Shrike: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 19 * (DMo). 

Solitary Vireo: One at Burloak Woods Apr 30 * (MJ). 

Yellow—rumped Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Apr 3 F (MJ); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 5 (KM,RC et o/.); 30 at Bronte Apr 
27 (MM,MJ;RC). 

Pine Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 17 F (MS); one at Cudmore Rd, Bronte [HL] Apr 20 (GE); one terr. m. at LaSalle Park 
[HW] Apr 21-25 (RD;RC); one at N Shore Cootes Paradise Apr 26 (MM); one terr, m, at Middletown Marsh Apr 27 (RD). 

Palm Warbler: One at Shell Park [HL] Apr 28 * (MJ), 

Eastern Towhee: One m. at Burloak Woods (MJ.GE) and one m. at Northview Cres, Burlington [HL] (MJ) Apr 7 F. 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Bronte (MJ) and two at Middletown Marsh (RD) Apr 27 L. 

Chipping Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 7 (MS). 

Field Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 7 F (MS); a bird showing characters of the western subspecies arenacea was at LaSalle 
Park Apr 22 (AA) and was first seen there Feb 20-21 (RD). 

Vesper Sparrow: One at Olympic Dr Arena, Dundas [HW] Apr 18 * (MM). 

Savannah Sparrow: 12 at Bronte Apr 27 (MJ,MM). 

Fox Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 29*-Apr 7 (NPH); one at Burloak Woods Apr 28 L (MJ). 

Swamp Sparrow: Three at Dundas Marsh Apr 13 F (MM). 

White-throated Sparrow: One at Bingham Rd, Hamilton [HW] Apr 6 F (KM); one at Burloak Woods (MJ,GE) and one at 
Northview Cres, Burlington (MJ) Apr 7. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Five at Ramsgate Dr.'Stoney Creek [HW] Apr 30 F (DL,GL). 

Lapland Longspur: One at Grimsby Airpark Apr 27 L (RC). 

Rusty Blackbird: Six at Burloak Woods Apr 7 (MJ,GE); 25 at Middletown Marsh Apr 20 (RD). 

Baltimore Oriole: One m. at Hopkins Tract Apr 30 * (MM). 

Purple Finch: Three m. at Shell Park Apr 13 (MJ); one m. at Middletown Marsh Apr 13-19 (RD,BC). 

Please send your bird records for May to July 1997 before September 10 to: Rob Dobos, 1156 5th. Cone. Rd. W., ILR.#2, 
Waterdown, Ontario, LOR 2H2; phone: (905) 659-7732; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca 


page 17 


The Wood Duck 


September 1997 



It's summertime and the reading 
in easy. Time to delve into a couple 
of the new books that have been 
piling up beside the easy chair on the 
back porch. 

Biological illustrator and natural 
history artist, Aleta Karstad, and her 
husband, herpetologist Frederick W. 
Schueler, were commissioned by the 
Waterfront Regeneration Trust to 
survey amphibians, reptiles, crayfish 
and molluscs as indicators of 
environmental health along the north 
shore of Lake Ontario. Travelling on 
foot, by bicycle and by canoe, they 
spent the spring and summer of 1994 
observing, drawing, painting and 
recording the natural history of the 
area from the head of the lake to 
Presqu'ile Provincial Park. A Place to 
Walk, A Naturalist's Journal of the 
Lake Ontario Watetfront Trail 
(Toronto: Natural Heritage/Natural 
History Inc. 1995, $19.95) chronicles 
their endeavours. It was Karstad's 
detailed line drawings and 
watercolour sketches of the flora and 
fauna encountered along the way as 
well as her renditions of some of the 
sites visited winch initially attracted 
my attention to this book. These with 
the accompanying narrative make this 
a useful book to take along or to 


delve into upon one's return from a 
ramble along any part of the Lake 
Ontario shoreline. 

Another delightful book is 
Portraits of Flowers (Erin: 
Porcupine's Quill Inc., 1995, $14.95). 
Patrick Lima, co-developer of the 
Lark whistle gardens in the Bruce 
Peninsula and a frequent contributor 
to Harrowsmith magazine, 
collaborated with contemporary artist, 
Gerald Brender a Brandis (who used 
to live near Carlisle), to produce this 
literary and artistic gem. Lima’s 
one-page commentaries about more 
than 70 species of plants are a lyric 
blend of description, appreciation, 
folklore, growing hints and culinary 
possibilities. Each is accompanied by 
one of Brender a Brandis' exquisite 
wood engravings. While most of the 
species chosen are commonly 
regarded as "garden plants” more 
than half of those included are either 
native species or ones that have 
become naturalized in overgrown 
fields and along our roadsides. This is 
indeed a recommended addition to 
any plant-lover’s library. 

Next month — Where to find 
out-of-print nature books. 



HNC Board Meeting 
May 7, 1997 

Program 

Frank Morley reported that the RBG 
room rental is to be raised by $50.00 
and this will be a considerable 
financial strain for the Club. 

Conservation 

Walter Muma attended the Friends of 
Dun das Valley meeting. Surveys are 
being carried out on human users of 
the valley, as well as a study of birds 
nesting in the valley. 

President’s Report 

The HRCA has asked the Club to 
provide input to a Rail Trail 
development committee. 

The board was in favour of 
supporting a grant program called 
LPIA from Labatt which would be 
used for assessing/monitoring interior 
birds of ESAs, and updating the 
fisheries component of the NAI 
database. 

June 19, 1997 

Sanctuary 

John Fischer reported that Shorthills 
Sanctuary has had its tax assessment 
reduced by 50% as a result of an 
appeal. 

Following a meeting with the owners 
of land adjacent to the Shorthills 
Sanctuary, negotiations are currently 
underway for the Club to purchase 12 
acres north of the existing Sanctuary. 

Conservation 

Sean Morley is representing the Club 
on the Grindstone Creek watershed 
study, the goal of which is to develop 
a management plan for the creek. 
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Publicity 

A new prospectus for the Club was 
drafted by Don McLean. This was 
reviewed by the board with 
suggestions for changes sent to Don. 

Naturally Hamilton" is to be 
reprinted with an additional four 
pages consisting of: an expansion of 
the hiking trails; Red Hill Valley 
inventory, and harbour information. 

President’s Report 

The Environmentalist of the Year 
event went well with all three 
recipients of awards being members 
of the HNC. 

A group from the Solomon Islands 
who are doing bird surveying 
contacted the Club to ask if we have 
any used binoculars that we could 
donate. If anyone has a pair of 
binoculars they would like to donate, 
please contact Betty Blashill 
664-8796. 

John Miles reports that May was a 
very successful month for banding 
and migration monitoring at Selkirk 
Provincial Park and thanks the Club 
for our donation towards this project. 


In Memoriam 

Laurel Edith North 
1906 — 1997 

by James A. N. Dowall 
Laurel North, wife of the late 
George W. North and sister of the late 
J. Harvey Williams, passed away in 
Burlington on May 18, 1997. During 
1952 to 1954, Laurel was President of 


the Hamilton Nature Club, 
predecessor of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. Her husband and 
brother also were former Presidents. 

Both Laurel and George were 
great supporters of our club and did 
much to encourage younger members 
to develop an interest in natural 
history. The study of botany was a 
hobby for Laurel, while birding was a 
fascination for George. Both faithfully 
attended and helped out at regular 
meetings and club outings during the 
prime years of their lives. You could 
count on their being present. For 
many years they were members of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists and 
the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

Professionally, Laurel was a very 
dedicated teacher with the Hamilton 
Board of Education for 46 years. 
Most of her career was devoted to 
children with special needs in: 
opportunity, deaf and hard of hearing, 
and perceptually handicapped, classes. 
Laurel knew her students well and 
prepared individualized programs for 
each of them on a daily basis. 

With Laurel’s passing, our club 
has lost a valued member whose 
memory lives on in those who were 
privileged to have known her. 

Postscript 

Thirty-three years after its 
founding, Laurel became the first 
woman President of our Club. As the 
years passed and she was unable to 
participate actively in Club affairs, 
she continued to find ways to help, 
such as calling the Wood Duck 
collating committee each month to 
arrange for the mailing of the Duck, 
until, at last, ill health forced her to 


give up the task. 

She did not forget the Club at the 
end of her life. We are grateful to 
Laurel, both for her unstinting efforts 
on behalf of the natural world while 
she lived and for her generous 
bequest, which will be used as she 
requested: for preserving habitat in 
the area and educating and 
encouraging others to do the same. 

The Board would like to thank all 
those who have so generously made 
donations in Laurel North’s memory. 



Out of the Past 
45 Years Ago 
in the 

Wood Buck 

September 1952 

Forty-five years ago, the Club 
was meeting in Centenary Church 
hall. At the September meeting, 
George North spoke on the topic of 
hawks. Our President was Laurel 
North; 1st Vice-President and 
Treasurer was Dr. John Miller; 
Secretary and Librarian was Miss 
Nellie Ruthven; Program was handled 
by Dr. Peter F. Henderson and James 
Dowall; Wood Duck editor was Miss 
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Sheila Davies, with assistance from 
Mrs D.K. Powell. Field events 
included an auto hike to a beaver 
dam followed by a com roast; a fall 
warbler hike through Westdale ravine; 
an auto hike to a bog (unspecified) 
with a picnic supper; an auto hike to 
eastern Lake Erie shore to see rare 
trees and plants; and a trip to bring 
in and store the Holboell's Grebe 
floats set up by the Club in the spring 
(does anyone know what this was all 
about?). 

The following article by Stuart L. 
Thompson was reprinted from 
Canadian Nature Magazine with 
permission of the Audubon Society of 
Canada. 

September Musicians 

by Stuart L. Thompson 

These bright September days* if 
we stroll out into fields overgrown 
with grass and the flowers of late 
summer and listen, even casually, it is 
as though the chorus of bird songs to 
which we listened in the spring were 
being repeated by humbler musicians. 

Who are these humbler 
musicians? Strangely enough, they are 
nearly all of one family of insects 
known as the Orthoptera. 

One of the commonest is the 
black cricket. This little rascal struts 
about in the warm sunshine and raises 
his wings above his back and by 
scraping the file-like edges together, 
produces a clear musical chirp. 

Then there are the katydids, 
long-legged creatures like spindly, 
light green grasshoppers, which also 
chafe die rough edges of their wings 
together, but much more rapidly. The 


sound produced by these is, instead of 
a pretty chirp, a rasping buzz. In spite 
of the harsh sound, the katydid enjoys 
his music and rasps away by the hour. 

There are two kinds of dainty 
little creatures of a pale leafy green 
colour, with gauzy whitish wings, that 
add their calls to the orchestra these 
days. They spend a great deal of time 
in the trees and so are called tree 
crickets. These two little brothers 
seem to have agreed to divide the 
time between them, for one sings 
away in the sunshine with a long 
musical trill, while the other chirps in 
regular bleating notes all through the 
night. 

One lowly member of the chorus 
is the field grasshopper. He fiddles 
away on some blade of grass in rather 
a unique manner. Instead of using his 
wings, he draws his long legs up and 
down against the rough edges of his 
wings and produces a low, hushed, 
chattering sound, audible only a few 
yards away. 

It is impossible in this brief space 
to tell of all the players in this quaint 
orchestra. Some still balmy autumn 
day, go afield and attune your ears to 
the tiny notes to be heard everywhere 
— a fascinating medley of hums, 
trills, buzzes, twitterings and rasps 
which so fill the air that you will 
wonder that you did not hear it in 



From the 



by Rose Petersen 

The 86th and last Bird Study of 
the season met on April 21st. The 
next meeting will be in September. 

Only three announcements: Lois 
had Ontario Check lists from the OFO 
for sale and urged us to support a 
Baillie Bird-a-thon effort. Ursula and 
Manfred Kolster were awarded a 
certificate for putting up with birders 
while the Spotted Towhee visited 
them. And there were three more 
spots available for the Pelee camp-out 
in May. 

There were numerous sightings, 
led by Lois Evans. Mat Mills brought 
photographs of the Ross’ Goose that 
appeared very briefly April 2 and 3, 
as a first Hamilton record. Rob Dobos 
told us that the Common and Caspian 
Terns are back. It was noted that the 
North East Islands are a new good 
birding place. There is parking at the 
CCIW parking lot and there is a trail 
leading to an observation deck. 

Both Bruce Duncan and Mike 
Street had reports from Beamer. 
Bruce was counting the day of the 
meeting and said there were about 
200 birds going through, mostly 
Sharp-shinned Hawks with 35 
Broadwing Hawks. Mike had a quiet 
day counting and said that a slow day 
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at Beainer is where the Maytag 
repairmen go to train. It was also 
noted that the wild flowers are 
beginning to bloom there. Mike 
reported that an Osprey was seen 
carrying nesting material in the 
Cootes Paradise area and we should 
all be on the watch. Rob says Osprey 
haven't nested there before. 

Our main speaker was Lyn 
Hanna-Folkes, with her mother, 
Catherine, speaking for her dad about 
the birds of the South Pacific; mostly 
Tasmania, Australia, and New 
Zealand with a few from Tahiti and 
Tongo. Quite a six month trip! We all 
enjoyed a round of slides and then a 
video. The video was nice because 
you could hear the birds. I enjoyed 
Lyn's smiling voice; she did a super 
job in her dad’s absence. It was noted 
that John Hannah was very sorry not 
to have been here but he was called 
away to Cuba. 

One of the highlights was a 
Square-tailed Kite. It is so rare that 
the guide hadn't even seen one. John 
got terrific videos of this bird where 
you could see all markings very well. 
In fact, John's video camera is 
something to drool over. He made 
some shots of a Penguin colony from 
an amazing distance and yet when he 
zoomed in, it was like they were feet 
away, not a mile! 

Other highlights included the 
Royal Albatross in New Zealand with 
it’s eleven to twelve foot wing span, 
largest in the world. We saw several 
shots of breeding birds with the 
babies. We also saw the famous Kiwi 
at night, the Tawny Frogmouth 
looking all the world like a bump on 
a tree, and I especially liked the 


Suburb Blue Fairy Wren and the 
several species of colourful Robins. 
Mammals were also included, such as 
the Tasmanian Devil, Fruit Bats and 
Wombats. 

Lyn told us that it is a very noisy 
country, lots of bird songs and noises. 
She recommended going to Tasmania 
as it had the least man-made 
disturbance and is a temperate 
climate. It was pointed out that it 
takes about 11 hours to Hawaii and 
then another ten hours to Australia. 

Bruce ended the evening by 
advising us to look out for Mississippi 
Kites that rarely, but occasionally, 
straggle through our area. They might 
be mistaken for a falcon so look 
carefully. When they are seen, they 
are usually at a place like Point Pelee 
or Long Point. 


Scout House Update 

by Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
I would like to update the Club 
on activities that are ongoing at the 
Scout House on James Mountain 
Road in Hamilton. 

Most of the shrubs we planted last 
year are doing well and our 
restoration efforts continued this year 
with a planting of prairie wildflowers 
and grasses on the slope, by the road, 
and in front of Scout House. 
Approximately 1,400 bareroot plugs 
were planted on May 25, 1997. Five 
Nannyberry shrubs were also planted 
near Scout House to repair some 
vandalism done last summer. Eight 
volunteers worked between 9 a.m. and 


2 p.m. in cloudy, damp weather — 
perfect for a spring planting where 
watering is difficult! The wet soil was 
welcome as it made the digging easier 
and kept the small plugs moist all 
day. 

Prairie plants, for example. 
Compass Plant, New England Aster 
and Coneflowers, were chosen 
because these were the only plants 
that survived an invasion of Creeping 
Bellflower at the site since the first 
planting in 1989. Their survival is 
probably due to the deep root system 
that prairie plants develop over time 
as well as their ability to tolerate 
drought conditions. (Dogwood shrubs 
were planted on the shady side of this 
slope last year to help avoid possible 
erosion problems and again to 
compete with the Bellflower weed.) 
The site will look weedy for a couple 
of years. Maybe we can get 
permission to do a quick bum next 
spring to set the weeds back! We'll 
see. Remember, it will take several 
years for the plants to mature and 
spread, so be patient with our 
establishing plants. 

The volunteers were mostly Club 
members and deserve a big thanks for 
showing up in questionable weather 
and for working so hard. Those 
volunteers were: John Fischer (who 
also drove to Pterophylla to pick-up 
and package the plants, brought the 
hose and fertilizer), Toni Scacchi 
(thanks for always making sure that 
the site is clean before we leave), 
Pam Watts (who helps regularly on 
all our field projects), Doug 
McCallum (who got the Scout House 
project on its feet back in 1989), 
Dana Boyter (who also helped John 
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pick-up and package the plants), 
Tony Hendry (a student from 
McMaster who is starting a restoration 
project on campus with some help 
from the Club), Andras Vladar ( a 
friend of Tony’s visiting from 
Hungary), and myself (who, at 7 
months pregnant, basically bossed 
everyone else around). Thanks to you 
all for helping. It was a lot of fun! 

We are currently arranging for a 
sign to be erected at the escarpment 
site where the shrubs were planted. It 
should be up this summer. Thank you 
to Canada Trust — Friends of the 
Environment and the Club for 
generously contributing funds to make 
this project possible. 



Ontario Field Ornithologist’s 
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, October ISth 
9:00 - 4:00 
Canada Centre for Inland 
Waters 
Burlington 

Speaker: 

D.V, Chip Weseloh 
Colonial Waterbirds of 
Georgian Day 

Tickets: $15.00 

Contact: Rob Pobos 
(905) 659-7732 


Members' Slide Night 

Do you have slides about 
a trip you have taken, or 
about some event or topic 
that may be of interest to 
your fellow members? If so, 
please call Paul Charlebois, 
(905) 634-5541. Our 

Monday night evening on 
October 6th, 1997 meeting is 
Members’ Slide Night and we 
would like you to show your 
nature slides. Lots of fun for 
everyone! 


Opportunity Awaits 
for a 

"Plant” Person! 

The Club ie looking for 
someone who is interested 
in plants to lead the 
Riant Study Group. 

A comprehensive knowledge 
of plants is NOT necessary. 
Enthusiasm and the 
ability to organize are all 
that is required. 

If interested please call: 

Margaret Walton 
(905) 627-7361 



Wanted! 

Photos and Slides 
about 
Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club 
History 

We would like to have 
photos and slides illustrating 
the history of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club. These could 
be about people, sanctuaries, 
events, outings, whatever. 
Also, your written or taped 
memories about the Club 
would be appreciated for Club 
archives. 

Please send them to: Paul 
Charlebois, 2 079 Lakeshore 
Pd., Burlington, ON L.7P 1E2. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 


Junior Naturalists’ Club 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Monday, September 8 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Recent and Future Taxonomic 
Changes in N. A. Birds 

Dr. Jim Rising 

Join us to find out if your favourite 
bird is still a species! 

Conte early to share 
refreshments and socialize. Cider and 
donuts served from 7:30 and after the 
program. 

Next Month 

Monday, October 6 8:00 p.m. 

AGM 

HNC Members' Night 
Bring a Friend” 


Monday September 15 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: C. Centre for Inland Waters 
867 Lakeshore Rd. 

Burlington 

This is an informal meeting featuring a 
discussion of recent bird sightings, an 
identification session and a workshop, 
film or set of slides about some aspect of 
birding. If you are a beginning birder, 
come out to learn more about birds. If 
you are an experienced birder, come out 
to share your knowledge and enthusiasm. 

This month: a presentation by Glenn 
Coady. 


Saturday Sept 27 9:30-noon 

Meet at the Nature Centre at the RBG to 
begin the new season's activities. 

Volunteers Needed! 

The Hamilton Junior Naturalists’ Club is 
a joint venture of the RBG and the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

We are looking for leaders to help with 
the Club, beginning this September. 

If you are a knowledgeable naturalist, 
who would enjoy sharing your knowledge 
with 5 to 13 year old children on the last 
Saturday morning of each month, 
September to May, please contact Barb 
McKean. 

There are also openings for new 
members. 

Contact: Barb McKean 527-1158 x247 



Need a Ride? 


If you need a ride to the Club's General 
Meetings, call any member of the Board 
who will arrange a ride for you! 


Saturday September 6 9:30 a.m. 

Autumn Wildflower Walk 
Join Jim Pringle of the RBG to see native 
Asters, Goldenrod and other native and 
naturalized plants in flower and fruit. 
Meet at Nature Interpretive Centre in the 
Arboretum. 

Leader: Jim Pringle 

Sunday September 7 8 a.m. 

Autumn Bird Walks 
Join Jim Pringle of the RBG and look for 
migrating waterfowl, shorebirds and other 
birds on the shores of Cootes Paradise. 
Meet at McMaster parking lot, north of 
the tennis courts. 

Leader: Jim Pringle 

Saturday September 13 9:30 a.m. 

Autumn Wildflower Walk 
Learn more about our native wildflowers 
on this excursion with Jim Pringle. Meet 
at the corner of Park and Bond St. in 
Dundas. 

Leader: Jim Pringle 

Saturday September 20 9:30 a.m. 

Autumn Wildflower Walk 
Meet at the RBG parking lot off of York 
Rd 

Leader: Jim Pringle 

Sunday September 21 9:30 a.m. 

Autumn Bird Walk 
Join Jim Pringle to learn more about 
autumn birds. Meet at the Nature 
Interpretive Centre at the RBG 
Arboretum. 

Leader: Jim Pringle 

Sunday September 21 8 a.m. 

Fall Migrants 

Warblers, shorebirds. and a lookout for 
Jaegers and other gulls. Meet at Dundem 
Castle parking lot for car pooling. 
Leader: Kevin McLaughlin 549-7057 



Organizer: Lois Evans 545-8171 
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HNC Board of Directors 
1996-97 

Executive 

President: 

Betiy Blashill 664-8796 

Vice-President: 

Pierre Arnold 648-2519 

Secretary: 

Gillian Quick 627-4714 

Treasurer: 

Walter Muma (519) 622-6954 

Directors 
Past President: 

Margaret Walton 627-7361 

Membership: 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Conservation: 

Sean Morley 575-0668 

Education: 

John Hannah 524-1872 

Program: 

Paul Charlebois 634-5541 

Field Events: 

Terry Stortz 522-6791 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Publicity: 

Christine Bishop 648-8665 

Social: 

Frank Morley 575-0668 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer Days 336-4961 
Evenings 643-3837 

Co-ordinators 
and Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

Roslynne Price 681-2276 

Volunteer Co-ordinator: 

Bill Randall 388-2494 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

FON Representative: 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Birding Hotline: 648-9537 
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Membership Fees 1997-98 

Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Nats - first child 

30.00 

Junior Nats - additional children 

20.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 


HNC Publications 

Natural Areas Inventory Vols I & II $60.00 

Herpetofaunal Atlas 20.00 

Checklist of Birds of I1W 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of H-W 1.00 

Citizens Guide to Action Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to 
Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 
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